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NAME:    Jacalyn Mary DUFFIN    
 
ADDRESS: (since 1988):   384 Aragon Rd, Glenburnie ON K0H 1S0 CANADA duffinj@queensu.ca 
            
CITIZENSHIP:    Canadian 
 
PRESENT POSITION:   Editor-in-Chief, History of Medicine, Oxford Bibliographies, (2023-) 
    Professor Emerita, Queen's University (2017-present) 
    Adjunct-1 Department of Medicine, Queen’s University (2022-present) 
    Hannah Chair of the History of Medicine, Queen’s University (1988-2017) 
DEGREES AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 1985   Doctorat du 3e c. Paris-I-Sorbonne, History & Philosophy of Science (PhD) 
 1979   F.R.C.P.(C) Internal medicine. 
 1979   F.R.C.P.(C) Hematology 
 1979   C.S.P.Q. Hématologie 
 1974   M.D. University of Toronto 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
Books: peer reviewed 
with Charlotte Roberts, Mary Lewis, and Keith Manchester, Archeology of Disease, 4th ed. Cornell UP, forthcoming 
 
COVID-19: A History, McGill-Queen’s U Press, October 2022 
 
History of Medicine: A Scandalously Short Introduction, 3rd ed., University of Toronto Press, July 2021. (Portuguese 
translation, 2023)   
 
Stanley’s Dream: The Medical Expedition to Easter Island. McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2019 
 
Medical Saints: Cosmas and Damian in a Postmodern World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2013 
 
History of Medicine: A Scandalously Short Introduction, 2nd revised edition, University of Toronto Press, 2010 
(Spanish translation 2018; Chinese translation 2021) 
 
Medical Miracles: Doctors, Saints and Healing in the Modern World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2009 
 
Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History, the Joanne Goodman Lectures, 2002, University of Toronto Press, 2005. 
 
History of Medicine: A Scandalously Short Introduction, University of Toronto Press, 1999; reprinted 2001, 2004, 2006, 2008, 
2009; Macmillan Press, UK & Europe, 2000 (Korean translation, 2007). 
 
To See with a Better Eye: A Life of R.T.H. Laennec, Princeton University Press, 1998; Print on Demand 2014  
 
Langstaff: A Nineteenth-Century Medical Life, University of Toronto Press, 1993. Reprinted 1999. 
 
Books: edited  
Editor of Halina Robinson, Heaven, Hell and Purgatory: A Canadian Memoir of a Happy Polish Childhood, Nazi 
Horror, and Swedish Refuge. Kingston, ON: Poison Spindle Press, 2020. 
 
with Arthur Sweetman, SARS in Context: Memory, History, Policy McGill-Queen’s University Press and Queen’s 
University School of Policy Studies, 2006 
 

https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/history-of-medicine


Clio in the Clinic: History in Medical Practice, (ed.), Oxford University Press and the University of Toronto Press, 2005. (Also 
author of two chapters in this book). Reissued in Gryphon Press Classics in Medicine series 2005. 

 
Articles or Chapters (peer-reviewed) total 120+; titles here from most recent 5 years:  

In progress with Keith Mages and team U Buffalo “Marvels of medicine: A scoping review of 
Contemporary Biomedical Analysis of Christian relics” 

 
In progress “Adapting Humanity in the Cold War: The International Biological Program,” read at AAHM, 

Los Angeles, May 2018. 
 
In progress, “A private practice in Baltimore: what can be learned from digitizing the Osler daybooks  

 
2024  Microbial Culture Collections: Stanley Morris Martin, the First International Conference (Ottawa, 

1962), and Beyond. Journal of Medical Biography, doi.org/10.1177/0967772024126 
 
2023 with Lynda Mikelova, Confinia Psychiatrica: Patient art and the diagnosis of mental illness. Can J 

Health History (formerly Can Bull Med Hist) 40(1): 65-90. 
 
2022 with Daryn Le Houx, “Disease versus disease: Paolo Zacchia on epilepsy and syphilis” J Medical 

Biography doi:10.1177/09677720221129856 
 
2022 with Bernard Mach, A Brief History of the Discovery of Gene Cloning in 1975, Perspectives in Biology 

and Medicine 65.3: 442-457 
 
2022 Chief Complaint: Physician Discontent with Canadian Medicare, in Medicare’s Histories: Origins, 

Omissions, Opportunities in Canada. Eds. Esyllt Jones, James Hanley, Delia Gavrus. U Manitoba 
Press, pp. 187-317. 

 
2021 with Marcel Behr, Eva Kaufmann, Paul Edelstein, Lalita Ramakrishnan. Latent tuberculosis: Two 

centuries of confusion in three languages. Am J Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine 204.2: 142-
48. doi: 10.1164/rccm.202011-4239PP 

  
2020 with Lola Cuddy. ‘Curious’ cases of preservation of musical compositional ability in the face of 

organic brain disease: historical examples,’ in Music and the Aging Brain, eds. Lola L. Cuddy, 
Sylvie Belleville and Aline Moussard. London: Academic Press Elsevier, chapter 6, pp. 173-92. 

 
2020  An activist history of drug shortage and its silos, Lancet 396: 750-51, 12 September 
 
2020  The Yew Tree and the Crab: A Case Study of Big Pharma, Small Pharma, and an Anti-Cancer Drug, 

Pharmacy in History 62: 3-18. 
 
2020  Robert Bruce Sloane and the mid-20th Century Travails of Academic Psychiatry, J of Medical 

Biography https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0967772019896131 
 

1986 - 2019 a total of 113 other articles in peer-reviewed journals, conference volumes, or books  
(Full list available on request duffinj@queensu.ca) 

 
Websites: founder and webmaster 
 2011-present  Canadian Drug Shortage public information site  
 2008-present  Collaborative Translation of the Consilia of Paolo Zacchia  
  

https://doi.org/10.1177/09677720241266311
https://doi.org/10.1177/09677720221129856
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0967772019896131


 
HONOURS and AWARDS: 

2020  Order of Canada (Member) 
2019  Induction Canadian Medical Hall of Fame 
2019  AAHM Genevieve Miller Lifetime Achievement Award 
2013  Canadian Academy of Health Sciences, Fellowship 
2012  Royal Society of Canada, Fellowship 
2010  Howard S. Barrows Inaugural Teaching Award Visitor, McMaster University  
2007      Distinguished International Scholar, University of Pennsylvania, April 8-20 
2007      Alpha Omega Alpha Visiting Professor, University of Chicago, February 27 
2005  College of Physicians of Philadelphia, Honorary Fellowship 
 
Honours in Research and Writing 
2023 Hannah Medal of the Royal Society of Canada for book, Stanley’s Dream 
2022  Festschrift: Delia Gavrus and Susan Lamb, Transforming Medical Education. Historical Case Studies of 

Teaching, Learning, and Belonging in Medicine. McGill Queen’s University Press 
2015 Queen’s University Prize for Excellence in Research 
2009 Hannah Medal of the Royal Society of Canada for book, Medical Miracles 
2005  Clio in the Clinic entered in Gryphon Classics in Medicine Series 
2005 David Horrobin Prize for "Music, Memory and Alzheimer’s Disease" best article in Medical 

Hypotheses 2005 
2002  J.W. Estes Award, American Association for the History of Medicine, for "Poisoning the Spindle" 
2001  Hannah Medal of the Royal Society of Canada for book, To See with a Better Eye. 
1998  National Magazine Award, Silver, Science, Health and Medicine Category, for "Medical Miracle". 
1998  Canadian Nurses Association Annual National Journalism Award Magazine Category for: "Medical 

Miracle" 
 
Honours in Teaching 
2021 Professor, Inaugural ISHM Summer School, Riga, Latvia (students from 9 countries), July-Aug 
2018-2022 The annual Jacalyn Duffin Conference in Medical Humanities (created MD class 2020) 
2015 The annual Dr. Jacalyn Duffin Award for advocacy (created by MD class of 2015) 
2015 Aesculapian Society lectureship award (chosen by med class of 2018) 
2013, nominated for the R. Wigle Mentorship Award (from resident doctors). 
2011, 2012, nominated for Arts and Science Teaching Awards 
2009, 2001, 1999, 1992 W.F. Connell Award for Teaching Excellence, Queen's University, Faculty of Health 

Sciences (elected by graduating class as professor with most influence) 
2006  Lectureship Award, 1st year medical class of 2009 (shared with Dr C. Reifel, Anatomy) 
2006   TVO Best Lecturer Competition; top ten finalist 
2005-8, 1997-98, 1996-97, 1995-96, 1994-95, 1991-92, 1990-91, Honorary President Queen's Aesculapian 

Society (student government) 
2001 Honorary President for Life of Queen's Medical Class of 2001. 
1999-2000, 1998-1999, Honorary Treasurer, Queen's Aesculapian Society 
1995 Honorary President for Life of Queen's Medical Class 1995. 

 
Honours In Service 
2004-6  President of the American Association for the History of Medicine 
2001-6  International Advisory Group, Wellcome Centre for History of Medicine, UCL, London 
2002  Oswald Avery Medal for outstanding contributions in Medical Humanities, Dalhousie U 
2000  Canadian Federation of Medical Students Friend Award for outstanding student advocacy 
1999-2001 President of Canadian Society for the History of Medicine 
 
Honours in Speaking (Invited Named Lectures and Keynotes) 
1990-2025  66 invited lectures in 12 countries (Canada, US, UK, Spain, Mexico, France, Italy, Germany, 

Netherlands, Norway, Finland, Latvia. Full list available on request duffinj@queensu.ca) 
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